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NETSOLAR CONSTRUCTION SHOWS HOW EASY IT IS TO BE GREEN

I
114

n existence for only two years, NetSolar Construction has affected the local homebuilding industry,
proving it’s easy to be green and energy efﬁcient
without breaking the bank.
NetSolar Construction is the brainchild of cousins
Javier Cabrera and Emmanuel Dominguez, both originally from Chihuahua City, Mexico. Cabrera studied
architecture – specializing in bioclimatic architecture,

or green building – at Instituto Tecnológico de Chihuahua, and Dominguez studied civil engineering at Autonomous University of Chihuahua before ﬁnishing his
bachelor’s degree at Brigham Young University.
“The place where we lived, it made sense to have
energy-efﬁcient and green houses,” Cabrera said. “It’s
not just using recyclable materials, but materials that
are efﬁcient and use less energy to operate.”
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After graduating in 2001, Cabrera worked in Mexico,
designing custom homes and commercial buildings.
Three years later, he took note of the housing boom in
Las Cruces and saw an opportunity.
“In 2004, in Las Cruces, I started working with general contractors from southern New Mexico and El
Paso,” he said, adding that he designed homes in Las
Cruces, Ruidoso, Carlsbad, Hatch, El Paso and Sunland
Park.“I was freelancing and working with builders until we decided to start our own company. It was always
my goal to have my own construction company.”
Working in Mexico and El Paso after graduating from

college, Dominguez used his civil engineering training
to build large steel-frame buildings, including 14 Home
Depots, malls, a hospital and a chocolate factory in
Monterrey, Mexico.
“We used to build a Home Depot in Mexico in 40
days,” he said, adding that he ventured to Las Cruces
about four years ago because he also saw opportunity
in the market.
Through his big-box construction experience,
Dominguez was introduced to structural insulated
panels (SIPs), a high-performance building system consisting of an insulating foam core sandwiched between
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You don’t have
to compromise
on the looks of a
home or the cost.
JAVIER CABRERA,
NETSOLAR CONSTRUCTION
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oriented strand board that is strong, energy efﬁcient
and cost effective.
The duo chose this as their building medium. When
they began their construction company in March 2011,
they also began manufacturing SIPs for their homes
and other builders.
The ﬁrst jobs NetSolar received were constructing
a two-story home in Downtown Las Cruces and conducting several remodels in the area.
“It took off with our project Downtown, but we still
had some limitations,” Cabrera said. “We couldn’t do
what we wanted to do to the full extent.”
They got just the opportunity they were looking for
when they decided to build two model homes in the
new Metro Verde subdivision, a National Home Builders Association Green Certiﬁed subdivision.
“When we were looking at building our homes, Metro Verde was the best option,” Cabrera said. “We thought
it was the perfect place for us to build our homes.”
And what a plan the cousins had – not only were
they going to use SIPs and other technology to create
green, energy-efﬁcient homes, they also were going to
reach LEED Platinum certiﬁcation, the highest certiﬁcation possible through the national program.
“I thought it was a really ambitious project,” said
Miles Dyson, a local home energy rater who worked as
a third-party inspector on the NetSolar houses. “They
each had good backgrounds and knowledge.”
Using a combination of SIP and stick framing – SIPs
for the exterior envelope and stick framing for a ﬂexible
interior design – NetSolar showed that any style can be
achieved with the energy-efﬁcient building material.
“You don’t have to compromise on the looks of a

Established in 2011, NetSolar Construction has created
two LEED Platinum certified homes in the Metro Verde
area. The homes were constructed using structural
insulated panels.

home or the cost,” Cabrera said. “It’s the same price
you’d ﬁnd anyplace.”
Keeping their homes not only stylish, but also affordable, was a major goal for Cabrera and Dominguez.
There were challenges along the way, one of the
largest being educating people on what they were doing and why. The hard work paid off, however, when
the model homes on San Clemente Avenue received
LEED Platinum certiﬁcation.
“I think we’re getting good recognition in town for being good, energy-efﬁcient builders and having good looking houses,” said Cabrera, explaining that subcontractors
have begun to approach the company about working
together. “We’re seeing a change in Las Cruces. (Subcontractors) are interested in what we’re doing. They want
to continue to be educated and to be more knowledgeable about green and energy-efﬁcient building.”
Homeowners are also becoming more educated
about energy-efﬁcient building techniques and how
they impact the overall cost and quality of living in
a home. This has encouraged other builders to take a
look at green building practices.
“I’ve already seen other builders add LEED options to
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their homes,” Dyson said.“It’s neat to see how far it will
go. I’ve already seen an increase in calls and interest.”
“It’s a good change in Las Cruces,” Cabrera said.

“Homeowners don’t have to settle for an energysucking house.”
NetSolar has several projects in the works, and plans
to expand its custom-home business as well as continue to provide affordably priced energy-efﬁcient
homes.
“In (Metro Verde), we plan to complete 30
houses,” said Dominguez, adding that they are
also working on a 3,000-square-foot custom
home in Mesilla. “It’s been a good two years.
At the moment, the company is growing.”
Another facet that is taking off is
the company’s SIP production. In
addition to manufacturing SIPs for
its own projects, NetSolar manufactures them for area builders and its
biggest customer, Chihuahua City.
“More contractors are coming
to us for SIPs, so that’s another
area we can grow more,” Cabrera
said. ]

Cousins Emmanual Dominguez and Javier Cabrera began the
company with the hopes of providing the area with affordable,
energy-efficient homes.

LOOKING

AHEAD

The Lofts at Alameda
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As businesses and culture return to and thrive in
Downtown Las Cruces, more housing options are also
coming to the area, one being The Lofts at Alameda.
A concept created in 2011, The Lofts at Alameda
consist of 38 loft-style apartments on the corner of Alameda Boulevard and Court Avenue.
“The idea came from positive strides and changes
being made in Downtown Las Cruces,” said John Hummer, one of six developers of the project.“The location,
across from the Alameda Historic Depot and nestled
between schools and churches, provided for a quaint
and unique development.”
The six-member LLC of The Lofts at Alameda –
Hummer, Tim McComas, Don Marketto, Charles
Dow, Robert Sandoval and Royal Jones – has brought
on architects Tim Gratten and Helena Lickteig with

Dekker Perich Sabatini to design the 30,974-squarefoot project. Construction will be conducted by R.
Hines Construction.
The lofts – available in one- and two-bedroom units
– will consist of high ceilings, exposed decorative duct
work, modern appliances and attractive interior designs, Hummer said.
In addition to interior amenities, The Lofts at Alameda will feature an outdoor gazebo/pergola, relaxing
landscaping and outdoor cooking locations. Also, the
easternmost units of the second and third ﬂoors will
have wrap-around balconies that take advantage of the
view of the Organ Mountains, while the western and
northern units overlook the historic neighborhood.
The project broke ground in June 2013 and will take
a year to be completed, Hummer said. ]
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