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3602 San Clemente Ave.
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The home at 3602 San Clemente Ave. took three months to be built and was completed in November.

The stone and glass backsplash has a modern look.

Built by NetSolar Construction, the home features an open kitchen-living room layout.

Elegant and energy-efﬁcient materials were used in the
home, which was built to be LEED platinum.

A bathtub divides the master bathroom
into his and her sides.

The home is built in the new Metro Verde subdivision.
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Energy Star-certiﬁed windows were used throughout
the contemporary Southwest house.
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NetSolar finished LEED home
Residence includes the makings of platinum status
By Beth Sitzler
Las Cruces Bulletin

Editor’s note: This is part of a series following the construction
of two homes aiming for LEED platinum certiﬁcation. The homes
are being built by NetSolar Construction in the Metro Verde area.
After three months, the NetSolar Construction duo has completed their ﬁrst home in the Metro Verde subdivision, which
was built to achieve LEED platinum certiﬁcation.
Cousins Javier Cabrera and Emmanuel Dominguez began building the home at 3602 San Clemente Ave. in August
with the intentions of constructing an energy-efficient and
environmentally minded residence all within a matter of
months.
“It took us a lot of effort and time to get it done in time, but
I like it a lot,” Cabrera said.
Specializing in using structural insulated panels (SIPs), NetSolar used the latest in green construction to build the 2,526square-foot, contemporary Southwest residence.
“(The contemporary Southwest style) was something new,”
Cabrera said. “We like the contemporary style. We were trying
to make it look a little different – Southwest, but not as heavy.”
There were a few challenges along the way, Cabrera said,
adding that the largest was educating the subcontractors and
suppliers – from the painters to the window installer – on what
they were trying to accomplish.

Details
Featured home
3602 San Clemente Ave.

Square footage
2,526

Acres
.192

Bedrooms
Three

Bathrooms
Two and a half

Price
$284,990

Special features
The home was built to LEED platinum certiﬁcation
and includes a bevy of energy-efﬁcient features
including LED and CFL lighting, Energy Star-certiﬁed
windows, WaterSense certiﬁed faucets, low-ﬂow
toilets, low-VOC paint, tankless gas water heater
that is 98 percent efﬁcient, a 14-SEER and 95 percent
efﬁcient furnace, solar panels, water softener and
ﬁlter, motion sensor exhaust fans, solid surface
countertops, interactive thermostat, solar tubes,
energy-efﬁcient appliances and an alarm system that
works through a radio signal, not a telephone.

Contact

s Javier Cabrera at 323-1112
s +ATHY 0ASS AT  

“We had to explain everything we wanted to do,” he said.
“People are not used to it, but everything can be done. It just
takes a little extra time.”
The duo took a lot of care to follow the LEED requirements,
beginning with the landscaping, which includes pounding for
rainwater control.
“The water will stay in the lot and not run off into the street,”
Cabrera said.
They also used drought tolerant plants, which are connected to an irrigation system that includes a sensor to turn
off when raining. The irrigation system also is split into
two zones, one for the trees and the other for the plants and
shrubs. Cabrera added that grass can be added to the system,
as well.
The 8-foot stained front door – which complements the
8-foot stained garage door – is located under a tongue-andgroove covered porch. Inside, an 11-foot-tall hallway with
stained pine beams extends the length of the home.
Near the entrance is the thermostat. Not just any ol’ thermostat, it is interactive and learns the user’s habits after a few days.
Cabrera said it can be controlled remotely through computer
or smart phone.
“It’s very easy to use, too,” he said. “Also, if it doesn’t sense
anyone for a day or two, it will change into energy-saving
mode.”
Tile lines the ﬂoors and leads to two of the home’s bedrooms,
which share a Jack and Jill bathroom.
“We used tile throughout – no carpet – to help with the air
quality,” Cabrera said.
To also help with the indoor air quality, automatic exhaust
fans were placed in the bathrooms, garage and laundry room.
These fans, which can be controlled by a timer, have a motion sensor to turn them on and their speed can be selected,
Dominguez said.
Across from the bedrooms is the formal dining room. An
8-foot sliding glass door leads to a private patio and a butler’s
pantry connects the room to the kitchen.
The kitchen features an open ﬂoor plan to the living room.
“For me, I like the design and the open space because when
you have the kitchen and living room together, you have more
quality time with your family,” Dominguez said.
As with the bathrooms, the kitchen includes quartz stone
countertops. Quartz stone is a manmade, solid surface that is
Green Guard certiﬁed. In addition to helping the indoor air
quality, a beneﬁt of quartz stone is that it’s easy to care for.
“Granite is a porous material,” said Cabrera, explaining that
it will collect bacteria and must be sealed and maintained. “This
isn’t porous, so it doesn’t cultivate bacteria and it won’t stain.
Plus, it’s stronger than granite.”
The cabinets, made from maple, feature clean lines as well
as soft close mechanisms. The earth-tone palette of the home is
continued in the stone and glass backsplash, which has a modern, contemporary look, Cabrera said.
The appliances are Energy Star certiﬁed, including the induction cooktop, which is not only efﬁcient, but safe to use because it will only get hot when a pan is on it – not a hand or
glass dish. Dominguez said since the kitchen opens to the living
room, they selected the quietest dishwasher they could ﬁnd so
not to disturb those watching TV.
The living room features a 12-foot ceiling with more solid
pine beams. A built-in entertainment center is surrounded by
elongated nichos.
Beside this area is a bonus room, which can be used as an ofﬁce or extra bedroom, as well as the master suite. At the center
of the master bathroom is the bathtub.
“I wanted to split the bathroom so there was his side and her
side,” Cabrera said, pointing to the sinks that line two of the walls.

Solar panels line the roof of the 2,526-square-foot
home.

Adjacent to the bathtub is a tiled shower and behind it is a
walk-through closet.
“You can walk in one side and out the other,” Cabrera said.
The master bedroom features a tray ceiling as well as a door
to the backyard.
While the duo has to wait a few weeks until they ﬁnd out
whether or not the home earned LEED platinum certiﬁcation,
Dominguez said they’re sure they reached the requirements, explaining that a third-party inspector was keeping track of their
points throughout the process.
“We’re very, very happy with how it came out,” he said.
With their second home, located down the street, nearing
completion, Cabrera and Dominguez said they’re ready to build
on any of their 10 lots in the subdivision – which range from
1,500 to 2,500 square feet – or elsewhere in Las Cruces.
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